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agricultural sectors that cause environmen 
tal disturbances 

Therefore, land-use issues continue to 
occupy a prominent position on the politi- 
cal agenda. A consistent, historical series 
of accurate land-use data is a necessary 
condition to monitor land-use change and 
to evaluate land-use policy. But these data 
are also essential for the development and 
application of forecasting and simulation 
models of land-use change, which should 
support decisions about future urban and 
rural development 
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